Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



GEORGE C. MAHON, Esq., 



UHIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN. 



REFLECTIONS 



ON TIIK 



O'CONNELL "jHUance," 



OR 



LICHFIELD HOUSE 



itonfipivats* 



FHOM A LETTER TO A FRIEND. 



" Periere motes, jus, decus, pietas, Jides, 
'* Et qui redire nesciU cum jterit, pudor/' 

Skneca. 



LONDON : 

PUBLISHED BY ROAKE AND VARTY, 31, STRAND. 

DUBLIN: W. CURRY, JUN.y AND CO., SACKVILLE 8TRRBT ; 
AND TO BE HAD OF ALL BOOKSKLLRRS. 



J^'Uv 



/|- 



« . . • 






itttroDittction* 



Much has been said and written, for some time past, of a 
Crisis. It is my sincere belief that tfie Crisis is now at hand.— It 
is my firm conviction that, on the events that shall arise out of the next 
six— probably of the next three— months, will it depend whether this 
stUl mighty Empire shall continue to rank amongst the great Nations ; 
or whether it shall descend from its " palmy state," and become 
either a province of some ambitious and crafty rival, or a prey to 
■^gllplliiranarchy, to be succeeded in its turn by an iron, military, 
despotism :— whether, in short, what remains of the British Con- 
stitution shall be permitted to exist ; or whether our venerable and 
sacred institutions in Church and State,— with all the Humanities, 
and Charities, and the Decencies of social life, that render England 
the pride of her own children, and the admiration of the stranger : 
whether all these shall fall before the sweeping scythe of innovation 
— our Aristocracy exterminated, our Monarch " cashiered," and the 
One and only true God, in whose service our Fathers shed their 
hearts' -blood, be denounced, to make room for some " liberaV* Goddess 
qf Reason~~ox for an Idolatry as dark as that of the Tarquins. 

With this impression deeply implanted in my mind, I consider 
it is the duty of every man to contribute his best aid — ^be it powerful, 
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ERRATA. 
Page 47— 2d line (rf first note, for "were," read « vm." 
Page 49— line 2, dele comma after ^'and," and insert it after '^notr 
Same pag&— line 5, for " Metr influence," read " d» influence." 
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termed, as you know, a double; that is^ a tum-^ 
ing'back, or retracing her previous course. To 
this miserable shift — to this desperate and ex- 
piring effort of frantic despair — is the wretched 
O'Connell Cabinet now reduced. The loud 
burst of general and fast*spreading indignation 
thunders in their ears; and to the just execra- 
tion of every honest man for their late profligacy, 
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is added a deep-rooted contempt for the sneak- 
ing, and sordid, and low-minded, meanness of 
their present attempts to extricate themselves 
from the labyrinth into which their base and 
crooked policy has led them. Hence it is seen, 
that, in its essence and attributes, the genius of 
Whiggery is immutable ; an axiom never better 
illustrated than within the brief interval that has 
elapsed since the prorogation of Parliament. 
Never was its now rampant, now truckling, 
policy — never was its proneness to repudiate to- 
day, the avowed rule and boasted principle (!) 
of yesterday, more conspicuous to all who are 
not rabid with Republicanism, or stultified in in- 
tellect, or wallowing in the Circean corruptions 
engendered by the paramount lust of Place, Pay, 
and Patronage. 

When the burly Beggarman and County- 
monger — 

" We thank thee, Darty for teaching us the word"— 

when the Master of the Whig-Radical-Papist^ 
Repeal-Cabinet, and the virtual Ruler of the 
Empire, commenced his late '' Mission^^^ which 
he boasted he undertook with the sanction, if not 
at the suggestion, of his subordinates in Down- 



log Street, that portion :t)f the Press whicii 
glories in a degradatidn so largely shared, and 
which IS; disciplined by its official Patrons and 
Paymasters into a servitude to the Irish Dictator 
even more abject than their own> was sedulously 
occupied in trumpeting forth the wonderful 
^^ sayings and doings/^ the '* prodigious'^ effects, 
that were to result from the labours of the ^'4^- 
tinguished Individual/' The progress of this 
pier^on, who, as Lord Brougham has told us, 
. ^^ tias risen to a most utinatufol tmd inauspiamis 
importance*^ — who occupies a position wherein 
he is enabled ^^to dictate to the Governments'^ 
and to be^Ube sole Arbiter on measures of 
the greatest importance^' — his progress, I repeat, 
was to be attended by results that were entirely 
to unhinge the existing order of things. Con- 
servatism was to be utterly confounded, and laid 
prostrate in the dust, and for ever ; — while 
Whig-Radicalism was to be exalted to a tri- 
umphant and eternal dominion. He was sent 
forth ail a *^ Missionary ,'' an '^ instrument in the 
hands of Ueaven^^ (such were his habitually- 
blasphemous expressions, and I take shame to 
myself for trainscribing them here) " to preach 
down the House of Lords/' and to extermioate 
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the "two-legged Hogs/* as he audaciously 
termed the Nobles of Britain ; and he was^ more- 
over, to rescue both Britons and Britain from 
the corruptions, and the darkness, and the 
tyranny of Protestantism, to restore it and them 
to the purity, and the light, and the freedom, 
and all the blessings, of Popish Supremacy! 
The Magician who had converted revilings, and 
prosecutions, and even Royal denunciations, into 
caresses, and adulations, the most bland and the 
most obsequious — binding an entire Ministry in 
fetters of iron, and over-ruling a subservient 
House of Commons by the pointing of his finger, 
or the wagging of his " Tail,'* — this mighty Ma- 
gician was, we were told, to extort from the 
People of England and of Scotland, not merely 
adminition and applause, but support, for his 
Ministry ; as he is wont to extract yearly thou- 
sands of gold from the filth, and the rags, and 
the famine of his Priest-ridden, and savage coun- 
tryijjj^ 

fhitwhat was, indeed, the result 1 A miser- 
able failure ! Is it necessary to repeat here the 
notorious facts 1 Let Manchester and Newcastle, 
let Glasgow and Edinburgh, tell the glorious 
tale ! Let them recount, with all the pomp and 
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circumstance of Homeric maguiloquence, the 
long catalogue of the intelligent^ the respectable^ 
the influential^ and the illustrious ^^ Heroes 
firM by thirst of Fame" (or the fumes of Gin) 
Tvho marshalled their forces, and displayed their 
zeal, in review before the Milesian Ohief. Let 
them inform us what hoary Nestor (of the Ca- 
binet^) it was, who thus addressed the 

" Monster, mix'd of insolence and fear, 
A dog in forehead, but in heart a deer. 



» 



Let them say who it was that thus addressed the 
mighty Autocrat of the Empire — 

" Now bid thy Heralds* sound the loud alarms, • 
And call the squadrons sheath'd in brazen arms ; 
Now seize ih* occaaiony now the troops survey. 
And lead to Warf when Heaven directs the way" 

But no — the task would be too arduous even for 
the Globe and the Chronicle'-^ 



" To count them all, demands a thousand tongues, 
A throat qf hrasSt and adamantine lungs;** 

albeit it must, in justice, be allowed, that, with 



* The Globe, Morning Chronicle, and other revolutionary papers, 
t You should read Windsor, but the metre would not harmonize. 
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the two latt^ requisites, the Globe and the 
Chronicle aye eminently gifted. 

Or will the same Whig-Radical Press that 
so loudly sounded the soul-stirring note of pre- 
paration, and of anticipated victory, tell ? And 
what tell they? Nothing 1 or absolutely worse 
than nothing 1 — for they are either silent altoge* 
ther^or they are at infinite pains not only in dis- 
avowing any oflScially-aulhorized "Mission,** 
but in repudiating any " alliance'* or connexion 
with the late object of their Idolatry, the Master 
of their Masters. Alas ! this lately- vaunted 
"Mission** was, indeed, their last desperate 
game. They shuffled their cards with Whig 
dexterity, and reckoned upon their turning up 
an Honor. It was, indeed, n Kndve : — but they 
played false, revoked, and lost the rubber. In a 
word, instead of its being a triumph for the 
O'Connell Ministry, the atrocious brutality, the 
undisguised Revolutionism, and the thinly- 
veiled Treason, so vauntingly avowed by their 
accredited agent, have disgusted every decent 
individual of every sect and party throughout 
the Empire ;— have converted mistaken admirers 
and friends into determined and implacable foes ; 
— the constitutional and manly opposition of 
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their high-minded antagonists into a mixed feel- 
ing in which it is difficult to determine which 
predominates, Indignation, or Contempt ; — and 
have called forth one simultaneous and universal 
burst of Loyalty to our unrivalled Constitution, 
and of execration towards themselves, that is 
their political Death-knell. Yes — with undevi- 
ating fidelity to their blundering propensities ; 
with the inveterate habit of stumbling peculiarly 
their own, this splendid " Mission^^ of the 
Whigs has verified the well-known, caustic, 
reproof once given them by one of their own 
party, (now no more,) that "Whigs would build 
up a wall, if they could not find one ready-built, 
to run their heads against/^ 

The late events, and the circumstances 
attending them, in North Northamptonshire, 
are evidence — were evidence wanting — of the 
present healthy state of public opinion ; an evi- 
dence that had carried consterpation and rage 
into the ranks of the Whig " Rump/* There it 
was that, with all the open and boasted influence 
and interference of six Whig Peers of the Realm, 
and the active exertions of an accredited under- 
ling in office, the Whig Candidate found it 
necessary, in order to hook a few stray votes, to 
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(what is more fearful than either] of democratic 
rage ; and driven from his native home, and 
the endearments of that home's hearth, to seek a 
refuge under it's hospitable shade. They have 
done this ; and they would willingly consummate 
their paricidal work, by laying the axe at the 
very roots of the already mutilated ruin. The 
thin end of the Wedge has entered, and deeply 
tooy into the very heart of the Constitution ; but 
they will not, at present , drive it further ; fOr, 
imbeciles as they are in all but for evil, groping 
and grovelling in "the dark sanctuary of inca- 
pacity ,''-|' they have just a glimmering of instinc- 
tive perception, sufficient to show that there is 
danger of a recoil that may make the operator 
the first victim of his insanity:]:. 

But, putting aside the disavowal of these 
Tools of Tools (the Whig-radical Press), let us 
examine what the illustrious Man-midwife of 
the Reform-bill — the wholesale Faggot-maker— 
the noted of Totness — the scorned of Devon—* 
and the courted of Stroud — happy Stroud ! — let 
us see what this Leader of the Bear-garden in 

t Lord Chesterfield*s unpublished letters. 

X " 'Tis sport to have the Engineer 

Hoist with his own petard." 
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Westminster s^ys of this O'Connell " alliance.'^ 
Let usse^,.too, in juxta-position, what has been 
also said by another individual, whom my Lord 
J. HussELL cannot afford to (nay durst not) treat 
as a discreditable, or an incompetent, Witness, 

r 

■ V . .- . 

From LoBD J. Russell's speech From Mr. Shiel's Speech at 
at Bristol, Nov. 10th 1835. Thurles.— Z)M6/t» FreematCs 

Journal, Oct, 7th, 1835. 



"There are persons— there is 
one in particular, to whom 1 can* 
not forbear alluding, who is 
reported to have made certain 
statements in a speech at Exeter, 
which I own surprized me • * * 
* * I mean the learned member 
for Exeter. His charges in 
amount are, that we have made a 
compact or agreement to give up 
the Protestant Church in Ireland 
to Mr. O'CoNMELL, without hav- 
ing thought of the questionbefore; 
that we have " made as imprinci- 
pled a Coalition as ever darkened 
or disgraced the history of this 
Country." ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ Now, I 
must say, that these Gentlemen 
who make charges, do a little vary 
and shift their ground, without 
duly considering their former 
assertions. In November last, 
when nothing could be more 
hostile than the language of Mr. 
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Our eyes were opened; and 
while we became conscious of 
the fatal results of our disunion 
with the Whigs, we determined 
to repair the evil which had been 
done, and never again to fall into 
a similar error. Accordingly, 
we" (the Papist-repeal Party) 
** entered into a close alliance with 
them, and at the meeting at Lord 
Lichfield's formed that com- 
pact, and, I trust, indissoluble 
junction, by which so much has 
been eflfected. ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ There 
a was, that that vourse qf proceed- 
ing was devised which broke yp 
the Government qf Sir R. Peel. 
What a glorious, and, at the 
same time, what an incalculably 
serviceable circumstance it was, 
that by a resolution on the Irish 
Church, and tJie great principle 
of secular appropriation, we 
should have annihilated the 
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O'CoKKELL towards Lord Mel- 
bourne's Administration, we 
were then told that I had propo- 
sed a- plan for razing the church, 
and dismissing the Ministers of 
the Protestant Establishment in 
Ireland ; and that that plan had 
caused the dissolution of the 
Government about six months 
afterwards. That charge haying 
been contradicted, we find them 
propagating a fresh order, to the 
effect that I have no opinion at 
all with respect to any change in 
the Protestant Church, and solely 
adopt one at the suggestion of 
others. Now one of those 
charges, at least, must be false ; 
and it does unfortunately happen, 
they being very different and 
dissimilar, that they are bothutterh/ 
false ; for while, in November, I 
iiad not prepared the plan which 
I had proposed, or the Cabinet 
agreed to ; so, on the other hand, 
this opinion of mine with respect 
to the Protestant Church in Ire- 
land is no new opinion adopted at 
the suggestion qf any one. * * 

♦ * ♦ I do wonder that any 

learned Gentleman of known talent and ability should rise before 
an audience in whose ignorance he must haye had a most con- 
temptuous confidence, and tell them that I had adopted this opinion 
in 1835, m order to conciliate and meet the views of Mr. O'Connell. 

• ♦ ♦ I know not, Gentlemen, where is the harm, or why we 
are to blame, if in the assertion of these principles we meet with the 
support of Mr. 0*Connell." 

" Look here, upon this picture, and on this !" 



Tories. To defeat them by any 
means" (Peijuryandall,)**would 
have been, in itself a great 
achievement ; but to put them out ' 
of office by a resolution pledging 
the Whtgsfor ever and ever to the 
principle, without which all 
Church-reform would be a mere 
imposture, was, indeed, a Tri- 
umph to the Irish People ; and if, 
in the last Session, nothing else 
had been done, still this would 
have been a signal instance of 
success, because that resolution 
is irrevocable" (?) * 

Mr. Shiel also says, that at 
these meetings at Lord Lich- 
field's, " Mr. O'ConnbIl was 
mainly instrumental in bringing 
about the reconciliation and alli- 
ance with the Whigs ;" and'that 
" Lord J. Russell was called to 
their Head." 



• Doubtless, soy policy thst csd 
bet "triumph" to the class of Irish 
which Mr. Shiel represents, raost 
meet with that Gentteman's eulogy; 
hot in preciselp the ratio of the **tfi- 
umpk'* must be the injunf inflicted oa 
the Pfotestaot Chuicn of Ireland. 
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The parties are pretty fairly balanced, it will be 
admitted ; for— not to mention divera well-re- 
membered statements made in Parliament as to 
population-returns, and other matters connected 
with Ireland — the/amous T^tness oration^ and its 
subsequent disavowal extorted from his Lordship 
by the Bishop of Exeter, will weigh very nicely 
with ^^ the Oath.^^ But let it, in fairness, be re- 
membered that the ^' Irish Evidence^^ has se- 
veral important advantages over the ^^Saxon^^ 
disclaimer. There is no apparent advantage^ 
immediate, or in perspective, that could have 
actuated the former in uttering a falsehood ; and 
if no justification can be allowed by Protestants 
for the violation of ^^ the Oathj^^ some eztenua-^ 
tion may be made, on the plea of Religious ob- 
ligation. Further, the veracity of the clever 
and acute, but *^ indiscreet^^^ Member for Tip- 
perary has never, I believe, been questioned. 
I cannot call to mind Ai« ever having been de- 
tected in uttering a deliberate falsehood, or in 
wilfully mistatinga fact. Now, what abject syco- 
phant can be^ found on earth, who could look a 
fellow-man in the face, and pay a similar tribute 
to the Right Honorable Lord % Is it not becom- 
ing, hourly^ more and more necessary. that he 
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should repudiate a conbexjon that has entailed 
on hiib and his Colleagues Buch an insupporta- 
ble load of igtiominy and odium, accompanied 
by such imminent smS increasing danger to their 
teniire of Pfeece and Pay— the all-absorbing, the 
vital, principle of Whiggery? 

X 

** Who frienclship with a Knave hath made, 
Is judg*d a partner in his trade." 

True, by disowning the Lichfield-house " alli- 
ance,^' his Lordship, iotidem verbis^ gives the lie 
to his quondam confederate, and rushes on his 
inevitable fate — an inextricable embrouillement 
not only with the irascible Shiel, but with the 
Great Dictator himself,* backed by every joint 
of his " 7ai7." Be this, however, as it may, to 

♦ Malgri the " indissoluble junction" so " indispensable" to the 
Whig Rump, the Great Boa-Conairictor evidently appears to be coiling 
himself up for a spring on his hapless and helpless victims ; and 
terrible, indeed, will be the writhing of limbs, and cracking of bones, 
when the Monster shall once get them within the inextricable circum- 
volutions of his compressive folds ! Witness the " sayings and doings" 
of their Milesian Master, even at the moment that I am writing ; all 
which must be anything but gratifying to them. In fact, it is notori- 
ous to every individual in the Empire who is not a confirmed idiot, 
that this man has as thorough a hatred and contempt for his subordi- 
nates in Downing Street, as the sober-minded people of England have 
for him. " Another, and another yet appears" of his foolish and 
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this conclusion we must arrive :-^tbat the avowal 
of the Member for Tipperary, and the denial of 
him of Stroud, being (to use his Lordship's own 
words) ^^ unfortunately^ very different and dissu 



contemptible, but not less treasonable, denunciations of the House of 
Lords, whom he thus indiscriminately addresses, in complimentary 
strains that must be extremely flattering to the Lords Melbourne and 
Mulgrave, and numerous others, his ardent admirers and eulogists — 
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FofAst otranik or mongrel breed, 



VVbo feio would pats for Lords indeed ; 
WhoM titles gwe no righi to power — 
And Peerage ie a mther*d fiower V* 

Again is Repeal on his lips— it has never left his black hearir— and 
his every act, his every word, spoken or written, evince not merely 
this contempt, but his desire to show it, and his conviction that on his 
nod depends the political existence of his miserable tools, whom he now 
caresses, now torments, as an imlucky kitten does a hapless mouse ; 
nay, he actually throws his defiance into their very teeth ! Not con- 
tent, however, with telling them that he both contemns and defies 
them, and how little they dare cast off their fetters, he exhibits and 
parades them before the pubUc gaze, as the Roman Victors did their 
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Capti?ea boaod to a triampbant car." 



There is this essential difference, however, between the ancient and 
our more modem captives ; the cruel fate, the Slavery, of the former 
was not self-imposed ; they had nobly asserted, and valiantly fought 
for, Honour and Freedom for themselves, independence for their 
country ; and they proved, that although 

" 'Tia not io mortals to command socceaa/' 

they were resolved to 

" do more"—" deserve il." 
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milarj^^ one or the other of these distinguished 
Personages must, in Irish Phraseology, be ^' a 

mighty great ," but I have the fear of Sir 

Francis before my eyes, and leave the blank to 
be filled up, ad libitum ; only adding, 

" Utrum horum mavis, accipe*** 

But li^efore we do choose between these so dis- 
crepant statements, let us briefly examine his 
Lordship's evidently studied Oration. To prove 
that " the learned Member for Exeter, and other 
gentlemen who make charges, do a little vary 
and shift their ground ;'' he proceeds to tell us 
what "in November last they (the Ministers) 
were told'' in the first instance. (SeeSpeech.) He 
then says, "that charge having been contra- 
dicted, we found them propagating a fresh 
order." (See Speech.) " Now," continued he, 
" one of these charges, at least, must be false ; and 
it does unfortunately happen, they being very 
diflerent and dissimilar, that they are both false." 
To a more impotent conclusion never surely did 
a rational being jump. Let us look at the first 
charge. Not only may his Lordship, in Novem- 
ber, 1834, have " prepared a plan for razing the 
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Church, &c. ;^^ but we are told by his Lordship 
himself, in another part of his speech, the whole 
of which I have not copied, (for, like all his 
Lordship's performances, either oral or written, 
it is extremely heavy and long-winded,) that " in 
1832, he thought the Church of Ireland had not 
fulfilled the great purposes of religious and 
moral instruction/' (meaning no doubt those of 
Dens J "and that it was necessary it should be 
reduced.'' He further tells us, "in 1833, I 
stated, that, in my opinion, the State had a full 
right to dispose of the revenues of the Church,'^ 
(as much right, my Lord, as to dispose of those 
of Woburn, of Tavistock, and of Co vent-Garden.) 
" In 1834, I stated that I still entertained the 
opinion I held in 1832 — that the Irish Church 
ought to he reduced^ and that some part of its 
revenues should be applied to the general in- 
struction^^— (that is of Catholics as well as Pro- 
testants.) " I added,^^ continued his Lordship, 
"that if I were obliged to maintain that opinion 
by separating from my dearest friends," (and 
dearerplace,) " I would not hesitate to make that 
sacrifice," &c. Now, what on earth is all this 
but an acknowldgement that he was prepared 



^ 
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with a plan to rob and ruin the Protestant 
Church of Ireland ? 

Having thus disposed of his Lordship's dispro- 
val (?) of the first charge^ turn we now to the 
second. In November, 1834, Lord J.RussELLand 
his friends were in power. At that period, "no- 
thing could be more hostile than the language of 
Mr. O^CoNNELL towards Lord Melbourne's 
Administration. '^ No doubt! His Lordship 
and his Colleagues had not yet submitted to the 
yoke of the Dictator — to wipe the dust from his 
shoes ! But we gather from the fairest in- 
ferences, derived from Lord J. Russell's own 
admissions, strengthened as they are by his 
Lordship's acts^ that, at no very remote period, he 
was " prepared with a plan for razing the 
Church ;" (of Ireland) having previously re- 
solved, if he had not already done so, to throw 
himself at the feet of Mr. O'Connell, by adopt- 
ing the insane theories and revolutionary pro- 
jects of the individual whom he (as a member of 
the Cabinet) had, not many months before, de- 
nounced from the Throne. We also gather from 
his Lordship's unhappy speech, that the opposi- 
tion made to his views by the mner part of the 
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Cabinet, had all but caused his secession from 
office ! 



(( 



credat Judaeus Appella 



Non ego." 

It is a notorious fact, however, that the honest 
Ministers — in order that they may /lawg- together 
— compromised the matter, rather than that Lord 
J. Russell — not for his individual talent, moral 
or intellectual, but for his extensive family in- 
Jluence — should " separate himself from his 
dearest friends" — and dearer place. 

It is equally notorious, that it was arranged 
Lord J. Russell should be permitted not only 
to carry out his anti-Christian and revolution- 
ary schemes, but that, the more effectually to 
perpetrate the treason, he should lead * in the 
ensuing Session. To these nefarious projects, 
however— thanks to Heaven ! — our excellent, 
our constitutional Monarch indignantly de- 
murred. Hence the dissolution of the " Rump" 
of the Grey Ministry at the end of 1834. To 
this Ministry succeeded that of Sir R. Peel ; of 
whom I shall briefly say, that on him are fixed, 
at the time my pen is but feebly obeying the 

* Mr. Shiel tells us that this arrangement was actually made at 
Lichfield House; Lord John being called to "the Head :"— ^'.e. Leader 
in the Commons. 

c 2 



2« 



dictates of my heart, the expectations, and 
the hopes, and the yearnings, not of universal 
England alone, but of civilized Europe. Now, 
to turn out this Ministry, " bi/ any means^^^ as 
Mr. Shiel confesses^ was the^r^^ grand object to 
be achieved ; and what means were so certain 
of accomplishingthatobject, as thatthat portion of 
the Cabinet which had theretofore, and when in 
office, opposed the views of Lord J. Russell, 
(those views, and the objects of Mr. O'Connell, 
being in complete harmony) should abandon 
their previous opinions and principles, (!) and 
adopt those of Mr. O'Connell in order to obtain 
his support, and as the only sure means of sup- 
planting Sir R. Peel in Office % 

What means, I repeat, were so likely to 
effect these objects, as that Lord J. Russell 
should be allowed to introduce and carry out 
those audacious projects which were actually 
carried through the Commons against a majo- 
rity of English votes, and merely by the pur- 
chased aid of Mr. O'Connell, and in spite of 
the manly stand made by Sir Robert Peel and 
the Anti-revolutionists 1 Fortunate indeed was 
it for the Empire, that against these projects a 
more successful stand was made by the Lords, 
spite of every device of intimidation, nay of 
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actual menace—of menace, which the Prime 
Minister of our constitutional Monarch did not 
disdain to utter in the presence of, and towards, 
the assembled Peers of the Empire. 

Were the circumstances other than they are, 
facts to be found in the records of Parliament, it 
would scarcely be believed even in this "liberaP^ 
age— this age of wonders — that a Prime Minister 
of England dared, unconstitutionally, indecently, 
and audaciously, to use actual menace to the 
second Estate of the Realm, on the occasion to 
which I refer. With the inflamed aspect and 
loud roar of the angry Lion, (many of my readers 
will probably substitute a more long-eared but a 
less noble animal) rather than with the gentle 
demeanour and soft bleating of the Lamb, the 
individual who is permitted by Mr. O'Connbll 
to enact the principal character in the political 
Drama now, as for some time past, being per- 
formed, and which will inevitably be d ned — 

this individual, no less a person than Lord 
Melbourne, did, on the 5th of September last, 
thus deliver himself in the presence of the assem- 
bled Peers of the Empire : — '* the consequences 
that must result from the alterations your Lord- 
ships have made in this Bill" (the Municipal 
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Corporations^ Bill) "all must deplore/^ Mark, 
"all must DEPLORE !^^ Again, U€0 days after 
this scene in the Lords' House, Lord J. Russell 
(the person who had been appointed by the 
Lichfield-house Conspirators, their " Head^^^ 
and their leader in the Commons' House,) rises 
in his place in that house, and characterizes the 
Bill so amended by the Lords as lamentably 
" defective^^ and ^^ unsatisfactory^^— ^ a measure 
in which more existed of positive evil, than of 
contingent good — as a measure which could only 
be adopted " with reluctance,'' and merely 
temporarily — as a measure, in short, whose best 
recommendation was, that " it could not be 
final." 

Those who are intimately acquainted with 
the Whig character, know full well that vacilla- 
tion is one of its most prominent features ; they 
were therefore prepared for a change both of 
language and of policy. But even they could 
not have been prepared for what followed ; for 
on the 10th September, just Jive days after the 
menace to the Lords, and only three days after 
Lord J. Russell's exhibition in the Commons, 
we find these words falling from the mouth of 
the Sovereign, who, as every Child in England 
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knows, utters only the words that are put into 
his sacred mouth by his Ministers, at the Head 
of whom is (ostensibly) my Lord Melbourne, 
and of whom my Lord J. Russell is (ostensibly 
also) a principal Member. These are the 
memorable words : — " I cordially concur in this 
important measure'^ (the Corporations' Bill) 
" which is calculated to allay discontent y (!) to 
promote peace and union, (!! ) and to procure 
for those communities'' (the Cities and 
Boroughs of England and Wales) " the advan- 
tages of responsible government.^^ (!!!) Now, I 
ask, what being on Earth, possessed of mere 
human brains, can reconcile all this ? But 
examine this splendid specimen of Whig Dia- 
lectics ! The measure is one in which the 
King, that is, his Ministers, "cordially concurs" 
— it is ** calculated to allay discontent" — to 
'' promote peace and union" — and to procure 
for certain communities '' the advantages of 
responsible government:" — ergo, it is a mea- 
sure, according to the reasoning of one sapient 
Lord, "pregnant with consequences which all 
must deplore /^^ and, according to the logick of 
the other as sage Lord, it is "defective and 
unsatisfactory'^.- to be adopted with ^reluctance,' 
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and its best recommendation, that it ^^ cannot be 
final ! !'* Truly these are not ordinary Men, 
but must be considered as " Nature's Prodigies V' 

^'Jngeniosa miracula fecit Natura" Plin. 

But, to be serious : — are they men fit to be 
intrusted with the destinies of the (still) great- 
est Nation of the Earth ? The distant rumbling 
in the political horizon gives the reply ; it in- 
dicates the approaching Tornado, whose irresis- 
tible whirlwind will sweep away the wretched, 
and worthless, and doomed beings — as plague 
and pestilence are sometimes similarly removed, 
leaving, in their stead, the balmy breeze that 
brings on its wings the inefiable blessings of 
returning health and gladness. 

Lord J. Russell has, with the proverbial 
fatality of Whiggery, and with its characteristic 
circumlocution — which, if it do not, like 
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Miching mallecho, mean mischief^" 



is almost invariably accompanied by <^ mischief^ 
to its hapless autbonn-'Lord J. Russell has 
actually made out a case against himself! 
Amongst other evidences of this, is the tii 
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quoque attempt to justify the policy of himself 
and Co. by adducing a similar, or, as he ima- 
gines, a stronger, case against the Duke of 
Wellington and Sir R. Peel.* But this is 
too absurd to require refutation, however de- 
monstrative of the poverty of the Noble Lord, 
both in argument and in intellect. 

Return we, now, to the discrepant statements 
of the veracious hero of Totness, and of the 
" indiscreet" representative of Tipperary. In 
addition to the strong presumptive proof, already 
given, that an '* alliance" and " compact" were 
formally entered into, at Lichfield House, be- 
tween his Majesty^s present Ministers, and the 
individual whom thet/ had previously denounced 
from the Throne " as the most dangerous 
enemy to the tranquillity of Ireland," and who 
had denounced them as *' base, brutal, and 
bloody," — the same individual being the still- 
avowed Champion of Repeal, and the uncompro- 
mising enemy of the integrity of the Constitu- 
tion, composed as that constitution is of the three 
Estates of King, Lords, and Commons — and he 
(even at the moment at which I write) having 

* See Speech. 
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just issued one of his manifestoes, or ukases, 
against one, and not the least important, of those 
Estates— that such an " Alliance'^ did take place, 
no man not labouring under mental illusion will 
douht^ whatever factious or sordid purpose it 
may answer to affect, and to avow^ a contrary 
belief. " It was worthy of especial remark,^' 
said the Earl of Dartmouth, at the grand 
Conservative festival at Birmingham, " as a 
proof of the reality^^ (the official character J " of 
his, O^CoNN ell's Mimow, that, on his arrival 
in Dublin, he was received with open arms by 
the Representative of his Sovereign /" 

Having thus endeavoured to confirm — if con- 
firmation were required— the accuracy of Mr. 
Shields statement, let us proceed a little further, 
and inquire, if, in this ^^ close alliance^ ^ this ^^com- 
pact, and indissoluble junction^^ — this *' union^^ 
so " indispensable for the maintenance of the 
Administration^^ ^ and which pledged " the 
Whigs for ever and ever^^ to the principles and 
views of the Repealers and anti-Saxons (that is, 
the determined enemies of England) let us 
inquire if in this Treaty, offensive and defensive, 
there were not certain, secret articles, which, 
however nearly we may guess at them, are 
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not yet so notorious as the Treaty itself? 
Will the paid Scribes of the O'Connell 
Cabinet pertinaciously deny the existence of 
any such % Let them have a care. Already 
has the candid, but '* indiscreet/' Member 
for Tipperary, as Sir G. Robinson pithily said 
at Kettering, " let the Cat out of the bag ;'' and 
who knows whether another Tommy^ of larger 
bulk, and even more mischievous than the 
former, may not, to the utter dismay of the 
Whigs, unexpectedly leap forth % 

That such an *' untoward'* event may occur, 
is not only " on the cards," but is extremely 
probable. It is morally impossible that the 
sordid, the profligate, the infamous "Alliance'' 
can much longer survive. The indications of 
its dissolution are daily becoming more appa- 
rent. There is little doubt that some portion 
of the Cabinet have, at the eleventh hour, become 
sensible of the deep humiliation of their posi- 
tion, and of the estimation in which they are 
held — not by England alone, by by entire Chris- 
tendom ; and that they are disposed to cast ofl^ 
the ignoble trammels with which they are 
fettered, body and soul, by the tyrant Dictator. 
This being the case, who can doubt, that, when 
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the denouement shall take place, the inmost 
recesses of the Lichfield-boiise conclave will, like 
Pandora^s box, be thrown open — the entire 
secrets of the Holy '■'Aliiance^^ be disclosed — 
England be made aeqfiainted with the foul lest 
conspiracy that ever disgraced her public men — 
and, alas ! amidst all these Evils, so imprudently 
and so fatally "let out,^' not even Hope be left 
for the despicable and miserable Whigs? 

And does my Lord J. Russell dare suppose 
that Englishmen are so steeped in stupidity, as 
to imagine that this harmony, as sudden as it 
was felicitous, between elements but lately so 
much opposed to each other— between instru- 
ments but yesterday so discordant and so jarring, 
as he himself says they were — could have been 
effected (Daniel O'Connell, too, being one 
of the Performers) without certain screwings-up 
and let tings-down — a string to be tightened here, 
another to be relaxed there — ^ a little too sharp, 
and B not quite flat enough % 

In our Courts of law, it is an established 
principle, invariably acted upon by Judges and 
Jurisconsults, that a long chain of circum- 
stantial evidence, harmonizing in all its parts, 
is more to be trusted to than positive, oral, testi- 
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mony. A witness, or a dozen witnesses, may, 
each and all, be either mistaken, or perjured. 
In a certain portion of these dominions, with 
which Mr. OX^onnkll is well acquainted, the 
only wonder would be, if the dozen (or fifty 
dozen) werenot perjured. A long and connected 
chain of circumstances, however, each link, 
although totally distinct and entire, bearing 
upon, and connecting, and strengthening, each 
other and the whole ; such a combination of 
circumstances cannot fail to convince our reason, 
and to vindicate our judgment. Now, in the 
acts of the O'Connell Cabinet, since their last 
accession to office, who that is not wilfully and 
factiously blind, or incapable of mental faculty, 
and boasting the 
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"tribus Anticyris caput insanabile**— 



who, I inquire, that is not thus obumbrated, or 
thus afflicted, but must have perceived, long ere 
this, the strongest chain of circumstantial evi- 
dence (even were we not possessed of other 
evidence) not only of a '* close Alliance" between 
the Whig-Rump and Mr. O^Connell, but of 
there being terms and conditions by virtue of 
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which (to adopt Lord John's Jesuitical phrase) 
they '* meet with the support of Mr. 
O'CoNNELL ?" Is it necessary to look at the 
appointments made for, and in, Ireland — from 
the Lord Lieutenant himself, down to the last 
appointed petty constable ? Need I instance 
the Constabulary-force Bill, (I am not quite 
sure that I am right as to the precise mea- 
sure,) deferred— as was unluckily let out by 
that eminent statesman, and excellent person, 
whose name of Littleton will be immor- 
talised, while that of Hatherton will sink into 
oblivion, or be doomed to obscurity— for two 
whole years, in deference to Mr. O'Connell ? 
Is the relaxing, or throwing overboard, the 
Coercion Bill, nothing? The Irish Tithes-Bill, 
in which they turned their backs upim their 
own declarations and principles (!) of the pre- 
vious Session, is this nothing? Was the famous 
appropriation-clause, to which the Whigs had 
hitherto been hostile, and which was the one 
grand object of the Catholic party, nothing? 
Nothing, the refusal of the Government to en- 
force the laws, by granting the aid of the 
military or civil power, to recover rights as 
legal as those of his Grace the Duke of Bed- 
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FORD to the rents of Woburn, or of Tavistock ; 
or of those of Mr. O^Connell to the rents of 
Derrynane? Was the "Mission" to the Northern 
districts of England, and to Scotland, to "agi- 
tate" the manufacturing population of those 
parts, and to " preach down the Lords,^^ no- 
thing 1 And, lastly, were the feasting, and 
parading, and caressing of the " Missionary" 
on his return to Dublin— on whose lips yet 
reeked the rabid venom, the filthy foaming of 
a dastard and ruffian rudeness, the belchings of 
a fetid and vulgar abuse — was the receiving, 
" with open arms^^^ this disgrace to humanity, 
by " the Representative of his Sovereign^^^ no- 
thing? 

But is there, in Europe, a man possessing 
common sense, or moderate candour, who would 
draw a parallel between the policy of the Duke 
of Wellington and Sir R. Peel, in giving 
emancipation to the Catholics ; and that of the 
Whig Rump in throwing themselves at the feet 
of Mr. O^Connell? Let it be granted, that 
the illustrious Duke, and his eminent and 
high-minded colleague, in mistakingly and fa- 
tally conceding that boon, were influenced by 
the " pressure from without." 'Tis true, his 
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Grace did declare that he adopted the measure 
only as the alternative of civil war ; and the 
avowal may be written in letters of gold, to 
ornament the pedestal of that National Pillar, 
which will one day be the boast of the metro- 
polis of the Empire which his wisdom and his 
prowess have already saved from being blotted 
out from the map of independent states; and 
stiil to watch over, and protect which, may 
Heaven vouchsafe him a prolonged and a vigor- 
ous life ! But what a sacrifice — what a self- 
immolation, accompanied the boon ! The se- 
verance of old and long-tried friends ! The 
apparent loss of character for consistency, if not 
for qualities still more valuable ! And, it is 
possible^ the loss, too, of a sufficient, self- 
sustaining esteem ! The Whigs themselves had 
long advocated the measure, and would have 
carried it — clumsily, as usual, no doubt. What, 
therefore, under the circumstances, was to pre- 
vent the Duke's adoption of it? But what 
advantage to themselves, personally, or to their 
party, did this measure bring to his Grace, or 
to Sir R. Peel ? Their first object was the 
pacification of an integral, and that no mean, por- 
tion of the empire ; their grand, theirfinal object, 
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the welfare of the whole. But in effecting this, 
—the paramount, the longing, desire of their ge- 
nuine English hearts, — is it likely that men so 
intelligent and acute as they are acknowledged 
to be, were not aware that, by introducing so 
many additional members of the democratic 
class and party, whose opinions and preposses- 
sions were known to be any thing hut Tory^ 
into thfe Commons' House, they were strength- 
ening the forces of their rivals, and reducing 
their own ? Is not this evidence enough to 
convince any but a modern, mongrel-Whig — 
a being compounded of more aristocratic pride 
and tyranny, of more sordid ambition and lust 
of power, than is ascribed to Tories by their 
worst foes ; together with all the rashness, the 
presumption, and the destructiveness, of the 
Radical— is this not evidence that the motives 
of the Duke and Sir Robert were patriotic and 
pure, at all events, if not wise? 

But vain, indeed, would be any efforts to 
discover an equal measure of purity, or of pa- 
triotism, in the motives that impelled the Whig 
Rump to the feet of Mr. O'Connell. The 
only true motive is told by the Member for 
Tipperary — " the maintenance of the Adminis- 
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tration/' (that is, of the Whig Rump,) in place, 
with all the attendant sweets of pay and pa- 
tronage ! 

Of the gratitude of the Catholics generally, 

and of their pestilent organ and champion in 

particular, I will say but little ; for it is a subject 

of undiluted, of unmitigated, disgust. I am 

unable to explain why it is so ; but it is an 

axiom, of the truth of which we obtain proofs 

in proportion as we number years, that a base 

and ignoble person never forgives a henejit ; 

and that in the exact ratio of the magnitude of 

the good conferred, is his ill-feeling and hatred 

to his benefactor. Need I point out how truly 

this axiom has been exemplified in the instance 

to which I refer t " The man whose life, up 

to the time of the passing of the Emancipation 

Bill, was'' — (as the able Morning Post observes) 

— ^'spent in saying and swearing that it would 

give full and entire satisfaction to his party in 

Ireland ; and whose life, since that period, has 

been wholly employed in diffusing discontent 

and fomenting disturbance ;'' and who has been 

*^ permitted, by Ministers, to become the chief 

depository and distributor in Ireland of the 

patronage and favor of the Crown :'' — the life 
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of this man is, indeed, the best commeotary 
on the axiom propounded by wisdom, and con- 
firmed by experience. 

But, after all, may it not be presumed that 
what the rest of mankind considered a benefit, 
and a large benefit, too ; and what Mr. O^Con- 
JNELL himself had been so long ^'saying and 
swearing^^ was the ultimatum of his and of his 
party^s wishes, was felt by the Agitator to be 
an actual wrong, an incalculableinjuryt Would 
not the pacification and contentment of his 
ignorant and miserable victims be the annihila- 
tion of his means of '' wallowing^^ — (as Mr. T. 
Finn tells us) — " in Circean sensualities 1" Re- 
sistance to the law, burnings, wholesale murders 
and assassinations, with some minor exuberances 
of the feelings that form such predominant 
traits in the character of the semi-barbarous 
hordes under his control, — together with the 
well-timed exhibition of the " DeathVhead 
and cross-bones,'* — all these doings of ** the 
finest peasantry in the world," being powerful 
auxiliaries to the augmentation, first of the 
" Tribute,^' (what has become of it?) and then 
of the " Rent ;" it may fairly be conceded, that 
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the Duke's boon would have been to Mr. 
O'CoNNELL — had he not applied a powerful 
antidote in increased agitation — virtually, if not 
Qjaterially, the tunic of Nessus. 

Never was any public man more overrated 
fhanMr.O'CoNNELL; — and it requires but little 
more tether^ but a few more exposures of his 
want, not only of legal, but of all useful, know- 
ledge and information, to bring him down to 
his proper level in the scale of intellectual 
value, as his profligate career has in that of 
moral worth. Will it be believed, that — ^a 
legislator ^nd a lawyer — (aye, and a lawyer whom 
the Whigs deemed worthy of a silk gown !) he 
has asserted, in one of his late treasonable mis- 
sives from Derrynane, that the Lords " have it in 
their power to prevent every alleviation of the 
public burdens ?" Why, every child in the 
Empire knows that such a watchful jealousy 
has the Constitution, as to the disposal of the 
public money, that the People^s Representatives 
alone have the power to grant, or withhold, any 
supplies or monies whatever ; and that, should 
the House of Lords interfere, (which is impossi- 
ble) in the minutest or remotest way, as to any 



43 



money-bill sent up to them, the Commons would 
instantly, and indignantly, vindicate their own 
peculiar privilege^ as well as the Constitution of 
the realm, however prudent or wise the altera- 
tion, by rejecting it. Now, Mr. O^Connell 
either knew all this; or he did not. If he knew it, 
he uttered a deliberate falsehood, (as he is daily, 
nay, hourly, wont to do,) merely for factious and 
seditious purposes — merely to deceive the igno- 
rant and unwary into the belief that the Aristo- 
cracy of the land are their worst enemies. If he 
did not know all this, then is he as stolid as he 
is unprincipled — as ignorant as the semi-savages 
* whom he gulls and robs. Again, in another 
missive he says, "we have an elective King.^^ (!) 
This is about as true as the other. But surely 
this Man's "unbounded stomach, '^ his 



" Vaulting ambition, which o'erleaps itself, 
And falls on th* other side '* 



Do not contemplate the inducing the present 
silting Monarch to accept the Chiltern Hundreds^ 
and the becoming himself ^ Candidate for the 
Crown at the next vacancy and Election ? Yet 
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this is just as probable, or as feasible, as the 
** Orange Plot^^ to set aside the present Heir 
presumptive! As to his saying that Apsley- 
House is ^^a house bought with the public money ^^^ 
and that <^the Aristocracy enjoyed the public 
plunder and spoil to an ex:tent almost incredible,^^ 
these expressions would be laughable, were thiey 
not disgustingly shameless, coming as they do 
from one whose every morsel that he puts into 
his mouthy whose every garment that covers his 
recreant limbs — whose every thing — is derived 
from the " plunder and spoiP^ of a people who 
are universally acknowledged to be in the most 
abject state of filth and rags, and total destitution, 
that the imagination can picture ! 

Having so amply discussed the merits of the 
Speech of *• the bright particular Star^' whose 
transcendant lustre dazzled all beholders at *^the 
Bristol feed/^ it would be uncourteous to dismiss 
the subject without a passing comment on the 
more sobered brilliancy (no pun) of the lesser 
luminaries. The" Bow wow^^ of the Devonshire 
" Newfoundlander,^^ who has more than once 
kept the heads of Whig Ministers above water, 
and, snatching them from the slough of despond, 
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bas safely landed them on the sunny bdnks of 
Office^ fell heavily on the drowsy ears of his 
auditors, who, as is invariably the case whenever 
aad wherever his Lordship speechifies, yawned 
and nodded, and soon forgot that either speech 
or speaker had ever been. In fact, never was 
Proverb more fully illustmted than that of the 
Greeks, Aie Kpdfttti edvaro^. whenever his Lordship 
" makes a speech . '^ 

As little need be said of the more laboured 
declamation of another Individual. Suffiee it, 
that the first person singular formed, as usual, 
no inconsiderable portion of, and cut no insig- 
nificant figure in, his speech ; and that his zealous 
advocacy of " the Powers that be,^' must havebeen 
as gratifying as it was felicitously well-timed. 
Nevertheless, doubts are entertained, whether 
the long-desired reward so diligently earned — 
the "Instalment/^ as Mr. O'Conneli terms 
these matters — will ever be obtained. Still, 
however ,Gratitude,with her retrospective glance, 
and Expectancy, keenly peering down the vista 
before, are no mean auxiliaries of Party ; and 
are, or should be, ever kept alive, and cherished, 
by those who can duly appreciate the one, and 
gratify the other. Nor should this be a subject 
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of wonder. The Schools of Political Ethics in 
which our public men matriculate and are 
nurtured, and beneath whose Academic bowers* 
are imbibed the Principles which are more or 
less early developed, were never celebrated for 
their ascetic severity, or for their austere and 
macerating self-denials. Hence, the choice of 
one^s Party-Colours is often a matter of calcu- 
lation, rather than the result of honest Convic- 
tion, or of approvable Predilection. 

But, oh ! what shall be said of him, who, 
with talents that may have placed him on a 
pedestal of Poetic fame, side by side with many 
of the most honoured of the Sons of Song of an 
earlier day, and with any of modern times ; has 
descended to prostitute those talents to the 
vindication . of personal pique and dissapoint- 
ment, to the furtherance of the ephemeral and 
paltry purposes of party hate, and to the dis- 
semination of moral contagion ; — to expec- 
torate his filthy and fetid saliva on the person 
of a Royal Gentleman to-day, and to waste 
the essence of a fulsome flattery on that of 
a Beggarman to-morrow; — to '*cm/ and maim^^ 

* Query— Coc^or^r*, or Brookes* 8 ? 
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a living Sovereign* anc? Patron with the toma- 
hawk of the savage, rather than with the keen 
and polished weapon of a civilized assailant; 
and, with exquisite taste and feeling, to prepare 
for exhibition the skeletpn of a departed Friend 
and Benefactor If That he, the Translator of 
Anacreon, in the very spirit of the original ; and 
the Author of Za/Za Rookh; should still leave 
the fair and fragrant blossoms that woo his 
hand on the sunny sides of Helicon, to pluck 
weeds and night-shade from a Dunghill ! and 
should incur the merited reproach of being 

" The Bard who taught Women how harlots should feel, 
And the Man who taught Subjects how Traitors might scribble !" 

Whatever Mr. Moure's flatterers may tell 
him, speech-making is not his forte. There is 
ever some epigrammatic point, some efibrt to 

* With the acquirements and accomplishments of an educated and 
high-bred Gentleman, were united in George the Fourth, much 
talent for Wit and repartee. Being once asked if he had seen Mr. 
Moore's last work, the reply was : — " I was not aware that Mr. 
Moore had published any thing new ; but" (assuming a very serious 
look, and solemn tone,) " I am very sorry to hear that he has sub- 
jected himself to a prosecution for a capital offence, having very 
recently attempted the l^e of Sheridan." 

t The Ancients embalmed their deceased relatives and friends, and 
consigned them to the Sanctuary of the Tomb. Certain modems, 
however, more thrifty, pickle their defunct friends, and ticket 
them for sale, as many retail-venders do their wares. Alas ! poor 
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be smart, some travesty of one sort or the other, 
strongly smelling of the lamp^ and indicating 
the '^ limiB laboiJ' of the study. We would 
prefer prose only in his speeches, and poetry 
only in his verses. But let him, for himself, 
as much as for his auditors and his readers, 
eschew speechifying. Heaven forefend ! how- 
ever, that he should be interdicted that bland 
and elegant prattle, that ^a2:out//6mM^, that cap- 
tivates all hearts at the conversazioni at Ken- 
sington, and in Berkeley Square. Should Mr. 
Moore again ftrtV^, let him give to the World 
of Letters a Work worthy of his splendid 
talents — a Work of which Literature may boast, 
and Virtue approve — a Work that may outlive, 
not party-feuds and party-men alone, but the 
memory of the greater part of both the one and 
the other— that may redeem and atone for much 
of past error ; and, like the golden beams of the 
setting Sun, obliterate the recollection of the 
clouds and mists that dimmed its earlier rays. 
Then shall Genius, self-assured, vindicate both its 
character and its rights ; and, like that glorious 

Bybon '.—living, or dead, what a fate has been your*8 ! Sir Francis 
Bacon, after bequeathing his soul to God, and his body to the 
Eaith, left his fame to foreign Nations. He knew better than to 
leave it to the "tender mercies" oi& friend. 
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luminary, give health fu) 4 ight, and life, and 
gladness to all beneath; — and, not like those 
stranger, more erratic, and fearful lights, preg- 
nant with pestilential vapours, spread dismay, 
disease, and death over all within their in- 
fluence. 

These, my dear C -, are the views I have 

formed of the present posture of afiairs ; and 
my opinion of the result is, that the ostensible 
Ministers now in 0^c«, if not in Power j if they 
do not wish to make their 6nal disgrace more 
signal than it even is — fatal to themselves, if not 
ruinous to the country^ — mustg'o ou/,and shortly 
too ; and make way for better and more compe- 
tent men. At the same time, it is more than 
probable— for to what means # will not modern 
Whiggery resort to accomplish a desirable endf — 
that they will attempt some partial modiflcation; 
that they will, if they can, insert some new patch 
in the tattered and worthless garment. Some- 
thing of this sort is already shrewdly suspected. 
It is asserted that overtures to this efiect have 
been made to the Duke of Richmond, to Lord 
Stanley, to Sir James Graham, and to other 

♦ Mr. Shiel supplies the answer— "any means t^* 
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men of known talent and of proven integrity — 
men of truly Conservative Principles. I much 
doubt, however, that any result will follow, 
favourable to their hopes; if such really be their 
hopes. That any one or more of the Individu- 
als just named, or any other who is not content 
that 

" His name— Ais human name— to every eye 
The climax of all scorn, should hang on high, 
Exalted *numg8t no less abhorr'd compeers, 
And festering in the Infamy of years"* 



should ever succeed Mr. O^Connell in the 
meretricious embraces of the Whig Rump, 
would be a pollution too monstrous for the 
most vivid and depraved imagination to com- 
pass. 

It is also said, that Ministers have offered . 
to compromise, or throw over-board, several of 
their measures already attempted to be carried, 
or in petto ; and amongst others, the ^* great 
Principle^' avouched by the " appropriation- 
clause" — that ** great principle of secular appro- 



* I have made one or two alterations in the original text, for reasons 
that must be evident. 
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priation of ecclesiastical property/' which, Mr. 
Shiel tells us, ^^ anDihilated the Tories,^' (mean- 
ing Sir. R. Peel's ministry !) '' pledging the 
Whigs for ever and for ever to the principle, 
without which all Clhurch Reform would be a 
mere imposture.'' Now the mere Overture — 
nay, the very Idea — of such a compromise, or 
abandonment, of this " great principle," when 
it is recollected that it was this very principle 
that ousted Sir R. Peel, and lifted the Whig 
" Rump" into power, on the shoulders of 
O'CoNNELL ; — the bare idea, I repeat, of any 
thing of the sort, would, to use the expression 
of the Morning Chronicle, " infamize"* the 
men now in oflSce to the end of Time. But, 
unprincipled, and reckless as they are, they 
dare not do this. It would call forth one univer- 
sal yell of disgust and rage, the effects of which 
no man can contemplate without alarm — effects 
that would probably supercede a more regular, 



* This term, though new, being unquestionably both a very forcible 
and a very classical one, and (as it would seem) a coinage fresh from 
the Whig-Radical Mint, for the especial use and benefit of Whig- 
Radicals, {^Qe Morning C^rcmtc^e of 24th December) it ^ may not be 
^mreasonable to hope that future Lexicographers will adopt and graft 
it -on our language, as applicable, and applicable only, to Whig- 
Radical delinquency of the vilest and most abhorrent character. 
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and a more instructive, retribution. What ! 
meet at another Rye-House ; and there plan 
and concoct, with their base Confederates, a 
measure solely contrived for the purpose of oust- 
ing the Minister of the King's choice, and of 
the Nation^s hopes ; and of forcing themselves 
into Power: — to do this, and more — to effect 
their sordid and unprincipled purpose, and to 
eject their able and high-minded Rival : and 
now to repudiate and disown the very act by 
which all this was effected— and still to keep 
THEIR Plages ! If this proposal has been 
made — nay, contemplated — let it no longer be 
said that the Whigs have disgraced themselves 
and their Party by their " alliance*^ with the 
Radicals : it is the latter, to whom that alliance 
has brought disgrace and dishonour not easily 
to be wiped away. 

But, under any circumstances, the persoiC?*^'^ 
who are called, ^"^ in courtesy ^^^ his Majest^'-fi'^' ' 
Ministers are on. the horns of a dilemma. If 
they do actually back out of the infamous 
^' Alliance ;^^ the Great Man himself, and the 
" Tail,*^ together with the whole open-mouthed 
pack of Destructives, will become more bostiI# 
to them than ever ; and again will they be de^ 
nounced, as being even more " base,^^ more 
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** hrulal^^^ more " bloody ^^^ and more " incompe" 
tenly^^ than they were. Add to this, the convic- 
tion that certain disclosures will be made by the 
disappointed and infuriated Beggarman, that 
may subject some of the confederates to Impeach- 
ment.— If they still hug their chains, and stoop 
their already-wearied necks to the horny hoof 
of their Tyrant, the universal disgust and indig- 
nation of the decent portion of the People — and, 
Heaven be praised ! that portion forms three- 
fourths of the whole ; — the constitutional stand of 
the House of Lords, who now more than ever 
know their moral strength, and their command- 
ing position ; — and the unconquerable and undis- 
guisable aversion of the Sovereign ; will compel 
them, nolens volens, to quit the helm of the State* 
Vessel which they have so nearly wrecked ; and 
to retire into congenial obscurity, amongst the 
^'-''♦ings of the very |fob to whose fierce passions 
111 ^ .have pandered ! while their more generous 
and high-minded opponents wiH heave the sigh 
of commiseration and regret that the character 
and the renown of Bri^in j^ve been sullied in 
their persons. j^ 




